
Session Descriptions 
 

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 
 

Using Study Abroad Experience to Engage in My Community: NyShayla M. Williams and Dr. Jerono 

Rotich, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University 
 

Too often, we hear of many negative stereotypes about Africa. We think of wild animals, children with big bellies and aids – 

not the rich history, wisdom and wealth of our beloved ancestors. In most American schools, “we are taught that the first 

African’s in America were slaves and the many horror stories of how we got here, the lack of education that African’s have 

and many more lies”. These false stories that have been shared from generation to generation   have made many African 

Americans turn their backs on their very own Motherland, Africa.   ‘It is unfortunate because some African American young 

people will   claim America as their home without giving any credit to our dear Motherland, Africa.  

 

This session will focus on Study abroad experiences in Africa and community engagement among African American 

Community.  The presenters will:  

1. Share their fears and experiences from a study abroad in Africa  

2. Share specific information on how they plan to use their experience to engage their community members. 

3. Share suggestions on how to motivate other students to study abroad. 

 

NyShayla Williams is a graduating senior studying economics at North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University. She 

was born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio.  She studied abroad in Ghana, West Africa. Since her study abroad  experience, she 

has  become interested in teaching children who come from lower income communities, lack the necessary resources to help 

their dreams come true, and ultimately, educated her brothers and sisters in the African American community on how 

beautiful and rich our Motherland is. Upon graduation, she will be moving to Washington, DC to serve urban schools and 

communities, while working on her master’s degree in Urban Education at either the University of Chicago or Temple 

University. Her Ultimate goal is to open centers across the US that all have a partnership with a country in Africa to help the 

African American community better understand where they came from and to shed light on any stereotypes that America has 

placed on Africa.   

Jerono Phylis Rotich is an associate professor in the Department of Human Performance and Leisure Studies at North Carolina 

Agricultural & Technical State University in Greensboro, North Carolina. She earned her Ph.D. from the University of North 

Carolina at Greensboro., North Carolina; Master of Science the State University of New York at Brockport, New York; and 

Bachelor of Education from Kenyatta University, Nairobi, Kenya.  Dr. Rotich’s research agenda includes immigrant and refugee 

acculturation, public health and cross -cultural competency issues related to obesity and health, responsibility and character 

development-based youth sports, and physical activity programs, and Global Understandings, study abroad, International 

education   and diversity. She has presented her researcher (over 60 papers) at several and diverse local, state, national and 

international conferences. She has also co- edited a book, published several book chapters and referred journal articles.  

****************************************************************************************************** 

Lessons Learned from Teaching in the Townships in Cape Town, South Africa: Julian Weichel, The 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

Julian studied at University of Cape Town in South Africa in Spring of 2013. One of the organizations he was part of was called 

“Teach Out”, where students from the university went out into the townships to teach English and Math. In his talk he will 

describe his experience teaching in the townships, including the challenges and life lessons he learned from it. 

 

Julian Weichel is a student at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. He is majoring in Entrepreneurship and study 

abroad in the spring semester of 2013 as an exchange student at the University of Cape Town in South Africa 

 

 

 

 

 



Feeling Out of Place at Home and On Campus?: Susan Zingale-Baird, North American Representative for  

Charles University in Prague 

 
Is reverse culture shock for real? I didn’t even feel culture shock on my program, well not that much.”  

Whatever you might be experiencing back from abroad, we can all agree, talking about study abroad in two minutes or less 

has got to be the worst. In this workshop participants can expect to dig a lot deeper into what it means to have lived and 

studied in another culture and what it means to be back. Finding people to listen to your stories can be a big part of the 

solution, but understanding the very real stages of reverse culture shock, a more subtle experience than culture shock itself, 

can be revealing and healing. 

 

Susan Zingale-Baird has worked professionally for over 20 years in the field of International Education. She currently 

represents Charles University in Prague as their North American recruiter after advising on the program at the University of 

Pennsylvania. She currently lives and works from her home in Philadelphia. 

 
****************************************************************************************************** 

2:15 PM – 3:15 PM 
 

Engaging in Intercultural Opportunities in North Carolina to Enhance the Study Abroad Experience: 

Shaquana Aikens, Dejah Allen, Destiny Hairston, William David Jones, Zachary Snider; Winston Salem 

State University 

 

The panelists are comprised of students who have studied abroad, and those planning to do so during summer 2015. The 

panel will highlight the processes of developing intercultural skills at home as a significant tool in building on those skills 

abroad. The panelists will discuss the presence of different cultures in Winston-Salem, and neighboring cities, the 

opportunities for engagement with these cultures, and how their educational experience at WSSU has nurtured an 

intercultural awareness that helps to understand and accept diverse cultures, in spite of observable differences. 

The panelists will present about the topic of an understanding of interculturality before their study abroad experience in 

Europe and South America respectively, and how this understanding enhanced their intercultural skills abroad and how it 

helped to deal with the challenges of living in a different culture(s) during the period of study abroad. 

In addition, two panelists that are Spanish language students will discuss how this has prepared them for study abroad. In 

particular, they will focus on their expectations when they go to Spain this summer, through the lens of intercultural 

awareness. 

• Shaquana Aikens, Senior, Spanish major, minor in Deaf Studies 

• Dejah Allen, Senior, Spanish major, minor in Justice Studies 

• Destiny Hairston, Senior, Spanish major, minor in English 

• William David Jones, Junior, Spanish major, minor in Psychology 

• Zachary Snider, Senior, Spanish major, minor in Portuguese 

****************************************************************************************************** 

 

Working Abroad - Real Life Examples of Finding Employment Opportunities Abroad: Faithe Estes, 

International Education Specialist 

 
This session will engage the audience on what opportunities they're already aware of internationally and also some of the 

barriers they face when they start researching opportunities abroad. Resources and information will be shared about working 

in education contexts as well as other opportunities, such as in the government, non-profit, corporate sectors. Additional 

information will be provided about continuing one's education overseas (Master's & Certificate Programs). Students will have 

time to ask questions and discuss specific organizations or opportunities they may be considering. 

 

A graduate of UNCG with two study abroad experiences under her belt, Faithe Estes decided to pursue her passion of 

international living and travel by spending the next 8 years living on three different continents and visiting 39 countries. After 

learning Spanish and French and obtaining a Masters Degree in Bilingual and Multicultural Education from a Spanish 

University she returned to the United States eager to share her knowledge and work with International populations. 

 

 



 

 

 

Learning About Being American from Study Abroad: Tynesha McCullers, UNC Greensboro 

 
What truly defines us as Americans? Does being an American make a difference around the globe? During this session we will 

be discussing what it means to not only be an American but what it means to be an American abroad. Open discussion about 

our experiences abroad will take place, more specifically how our Americanism made our experience whole.  

 

Tynesha “Ty” McCullers is currently a senior at The University of North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG). At UNCG, Ty serves as 

Resident Advisor for Housing & Residence Life, a Senior Managing Consultant at the University Speaking Center, a Writing 

Consultant at the University Writing Center, and a Peer Career Ambassador at the Career Services Center. During the fall of 

2014, Ty studied abroad at the University of Cape Town in Cape Town, South Africa. While there, Ty interned for a non-profit 

organization called SHAWCO Education that focused on assisting children (ages 5-18) with their literacy, numeracy, and 

scientific skills through tutoring and mentoring them afterschool. Ty’s experiences abroad have influenced her tremendously; 

since returning to the United States she has searched for several opportunities that would allow her to share her experiences 

and encourage her peers to study abroad as well. Ty will be graduating on May 8th, 2015 and continuing on with her 

education in the fall at the University of Vermont where she will be pursuing her Masters in Higher Education Student Affairs. 

 

************************************************************************************* 

3:30 PM – 4:30 PM 

An Introduction to the Fulbright Program and Opportunities for Teaching Abroad: Steve Flynn UNC 

Greensboro 

 

This session will provide information about the Fulbright US Student Program. Participants will be provided an 

overview of the various Fulbright student programs that fund students for teaching or research overseas, as well 

as specific information about the application and placement process and how to submit a competitive application. 

 

Steve Flynn serves as the Fulbright student advisor at The University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 

 
****************************************************************************************************** 

 

You’ve Studied Abroad…Now what? Using your experience to further your career in International 

Education as a Young Professional: Jess Taylor, UNC Charlotte; Joshua Hudson, CISabroad  

 

Most students who have studied abroad quickly realize the value in having an international experience. Many 

study abroad alumni are eager to share their stories and experiences to their peers. Many of these students may 

even consider working in International Education, which would allow them to continue promoting the idea that 

having a deeper understanding of the rest of the world and its respective cultures is incredibly important in terms 

of academic, career and personal growth. 

 

Jess Taylor will be discussing her journey as a UNC Charlotte and study abroad alumni and how she made the 

transition to becoming an Education Abroad Advisor at UNCC. She will also discuss her role as an advisor and will 

explain what it’s like to work for a Study Abroad Office at a public university in North Carolina and in the field of 

International Education.  Joshua will be discussing how his international experiences landed him a job 

in international education.  He will also speak to working for a study abroad provider and different opportunities 

to enter the field.  From this session, students will have a better understanding of different opportunities in the 

field of International Education and how they can use their personal abroad experiences to begin 

an International Education Career as a Young Professional. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As an alumni of UNC Charlotte with a major in International Business and a minor in Spanish, Jess Taylor’s academic, personal 

and career goals have always had an international focus. After studying abroad in Barcelona, Spain at the Universitat 

Autònoma de Barcelona for a semester as an undergraduate, she realized the profound and positive impact that studying 

abroad can have on college students. She then worked as an intern for International Studies Abroad (ISA), an affiliate provider 

who facilitated her study abroad program. During her internship she heavily promoted studying abroad on UNCC’s campus 

and found that many students are interested in going abroad but don’t know where to start or how to make it feasible. After 

graduating, Jess stepped into an Education Abroad Advisor role where she now advises UNC Charlotte students and helps 

them choose a program that is the best fit for them. She genuinely believes that it’s imperative for all students to study 

abroad, no matter where they go or for how long, as it’s important to have a deeper understanding of culture and 

international perceptions in order to succeed in the globalized world we live in today. 

 

Joshua Hudson is a graduate of Clemson University in South Carolina, where he earned a Bachelor of Science in Parks, 

Recreation and Tourism Management with a concentration in Travel and Tourism. While at Clemson, Joshua participated in a 

study abroad program in Thailand and it opened the door to the world of International Education.  After graduation, he 

moved to Chile and taught English in a public school as a volunteer.  A year of teaching and backpacking in South America 

went by quickly and he returned home and was fortunate enough to use his experiences to get a year long position ( turned 

full-time) with CISabroad, a study abroad provider that specializes in semester, summer, winter, and internship programs 

abroad.  Today, he promotes and markets CISabroad through campus events as well as helps facilitate partnerships between 

CISaborad and Universities in the southeast.  

 

************************************************************************************* 

 

How to Market your International Experience: Emily Tomich & Courtney Vaughn, Elon University 
 
So you’ve just had one of the most amazing experiences of your life so far. Perhaps you could even say it was “life 

changing.” It’s no secret that studying abroad is something that is highly valued by employers in virtually all 

industries, but it needs to be more than just a line on your resumé. It’s up to you to clearly articulate the 

experiences you had and skills you developed while abroad. We will evaluate how a global experience may have 

altered your perceptions, behavior, and goals. How might it increase your chances for success in a career? How 

can you present those new skills and attitudes to a potential employer in a way that makes you stand out from 

other candidates? How can you apply your interpersonal growth towards becoming more globally engaged? 

Through discussion and activities, we will “unpack” skills gained from a global experience, and how to 

communicate it effectively to friends, families and future employers. 

 

As seniors at Elon University, Emily Tomich and Courtney Vaughn have participated in several study abroad programs and are 

pursuing international careers. They are both leaders of the Elon Global Ambassador program, sharing insight and enthusiasm 

for global engagement opportunities at Elon. As a part of the Global Ambassador program, they created and facilitated re-

entry workshops for fellow students to reflect on personal and professional development from a global experience. 

 

 


